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Abstract 
Militancy in simple connotation can be seen as a mass action, spontaneous 
reaction of people. It is a fight for survival. In a broader sense, it can be 
regarded as a motivated campaign intended to attract the attention of 
government and other actors to the cause, which the militants support and 
pursue. Hostage taking could be defined as the seizure of a person or held 
somebody as a security for the fulfillment of a condition by the militants in 
the Niger Delta Region to vent their grievances to attract the attention of 
national and international communities. 

Introduction 

Overtime, the issue of hostage taking and militancy has become a matter of national interest due to its 
implications on national security. The Niger Delta area of Nigeria has been characterized by high level of 
poverty, unemployment, illiteracy and above all, underdevelopment which resulted or accounted for the rising 

rate of youth restiveness, hostage taking, and militancy. This issue of militancy has affected the nation’s 
economy in many ways and billions of Naira is used in security matters especially in the Niger Delta States 
where hostage taking and kidnappings are rampant. 

Therefore, this paper is to critically explore the issue of youth militancy in the Niger Delta. The 
essence of this research is to understand the problems and the grievances of the Niger Deltans. 

The Niger Delta Region 

The definition of the Niger Delta has elicited different views. The World Bank described it as one of 
the world’s largest wetlands and Africa’s largest delta covering some 70,000km formed by the accumulation of 
sedimentary deposits transport by the Niger and Benue Rivers. 

A publication of the defunct Oil Minerals Producing Areas Development Commission (OMPADEC) 
reads that: 

The River Niger disgorges its waters into the Atlantic Ocean through a large 
number of tributaries, which form the Niger Delta. The area of the Delta is 
further enlarged by rivers other than the tributaries of the Niger-Calabar 
Rivers, Cross River, Benin River to the East, and Siluko River, Escravos 
River, and River Forcados to the West. 

In view of the OMPADEC, the River Niger, its tributaries and other rivers which have enlarged the 

area of the Niger Delta, defined the scope of the area. Following this, it posits that the Niger Delta is made up 

of 7 States - Rivers, Bayelsa, Delta, Akwa Ibom, Cross River, Ondo and Edo States, but the NDDC Act 

included Abia and Imo States. This is as a result of the Oil Politics because the Core Niger Delta States are just 

Bayelsa, Delta, Rivers, Akwa Ibom, Cross River and Ondo. 

Ethnic Militias and Its Formation 

Ethnic militias are defined as ethnic militants formed by ethnic groups to fight unwanted injustice or 

to fight against perceived enemies. They are regarded as militants because they bear arms and sophisticated 

weapons (Priye, 2007). The essence of forming militant groups is to fight perceived enemies, mostly the 

government to achieve certain goals. Ethnic militias are formed all over the world though the reasons for their 

formations may be different from one group to the other. Militants, though are regarded by the government and 

opponents as criminal elements or terrorists, see themselves as custodian, protectors and promoters of the 

welfare or the cause of other members of their group. Militants see violence as the only option available to right 

the wrong. Militancy causes psychological impact as it creates tension, fear, apprehension and insecurity 

(Etaghene, 2007). 
Militancy and Hostage Taking in The Niger Delta 

The issue of militancy and hostage taking has been a topic of discourse over the past three years. 



Hostage taking in the Niger Delta is now a serious problem that has also attracted international communities’ 
attention such as U.S.A, U.K, etc. 

From 2000 to 2003, the Niger Delta has been characterized by crisis arising from sea piracy to inter-
communal crisis which claimed a lot of lives. For example, the Ekeremor crisis was as a result of sea pirates’ 
attack, that is, some sea pirates were killed by Ekeremor people so the sea pirates revenged and this led to a 
serious battle between the sea pirates and the Ekeremor people and fortunately for them, it turned out to be a 
victory after few months of the episode Government raided Ogodobiri and burnt down buildings and several 
people were killed (Onyibe, 2006). 

There were reports of how Nigeria was flooded with weapons during the Liberian Civil War by 
returning soldiers and other individuals who discreetly sold off weapons brought back with them (Etaghene, 
2007). During the period preceding the 2003 and 2007 general elections, many politicians were suspected to 
have acquired arms and ammunitions and given to youths who used them to terrorize their opponents. After 
election, many of these weapons were not returned to the owners by the youths especially, since the politicians 
did not fulfill their promises. They were left in their necessities by the same politicians whom they had helped 
to acquire power in effort to ensure their survival. Many of these youths resorted to crime with the guns and 
some of them became militants in the Niger Delta Area (Priye, 2007). 

A recent Intelligence Report on the Niger Delta situations stated that: 
“the endemic corruption and the abject poverty in the Niger Delta provides 
an environment that favours several criminal activities including small arms 
dealing, money laundering and large scale oil theft that will continue the 
social disintegration of the Niger Delta if left unchecked”. 

If it is allowed to continue, these factors provide funding, weapons and militias needed to precipitate 

and sustain conflict, as well as, undermine society’s ability to prevent or recover from conflict (Otiede, 2006). 

In Port Harcourt, the Rivers State capital, cult war, militancy, armed robbery, extortion and other 

vices became the order of the day because there were weapons everywhere. Other parts of the country were not 

left out as the weapons which had been used by politicians during the elections were not recovered from the 

hoodlums. For instance, the President of the Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP), Mr. 

Ledum Mitee does not believe that State Governments in the Region and indeed, the Federal Government are 

ready to end the rampage perpetrated by the militants. He insisted that politicians in the Region armed the 

hostage takers in the convulsive drive to capture power. He said that the politicians brought these sophisticated 

guns and even trained jobless graduates and thugs in guerrilla warfare. “How can they tell them to lay down 

their arms when we knew that these same boys helped them rig the last elections in their favour?” Mitee asked. 

Hostage Taking 

Hostage taking in the Niger Delta started some years ago as a result of self-consciousness and 

awareness using the Marxian view on the image of the society. There exist two classes of people; the 

bourgeoisies (those who own the means of production or the capitalists) and the proletariat (the working class 

or the labour force). The “haves” amassed wealth at the expense of the “have nots”. There is an unequal 

distribution of resources hence, there is an exploitation of the “have nots” by the “haves”. The relationship 

between these two classes is exploitative and oppressive and this led to conflict due to self-consciousness, 

which resulted to a radical change. 

Now, using the Marxian or Conflict Theory to critically examine the Niger Delta experience on the 

issue of militancy and hostage taking, it is obvious that the people of the Niger Delta has been exploited, 

marginalized and oppressed by the Government and its Agencies. Crude oil was first discovered in Oloibiri in 

1956 in commercial quantity and since then oil companies has been exploring oil in several places in the Niger 

Delta including Oloibiri without thinking about developing tiie Region that serves as the economic base of the 

country. The Niger Delta that provides the economy of the country has nothing to show up (Jonah, 2007). 

Oil exploring activities in the Niger Delta has destroyed the natural environment, farmlands, rivers, 

lakes due to oil spillages, emitting of dangerous substances, environmental degradation which does not favour 
agricultural activities in the Region. So the only way to call for Government attention is to kidnap oil 
expatriates and this led to the formation of militants in the area. As a result, many oil expatriates have been 
taken hostage and released after collecting reasonable amount of money from the Government and some also 
died in the process, which affected Nigeria relationship with some countries. It was so serious that Shell also 
threatened to pack out of Nigeria if reasonable steps are not taken by the Government. Also, there were several 



cases of militants exchanging fire with security personnel especially the soldiers. The most recent one occurred 
in Ogboinbiri and many soldiers were reported dead (Priye, 2007). 

The Federal Government had spent billions of Naira in settling the militant groups. Recently, the 
militants has introduced a new strategy by kidnapping little children; even the mother of the Speaker of Bayelsa 

State was kidnapped for over two weeks and she was released later. Militants broke into a house and kidnapped 
a little child belonging to an Assembly member. The militants have been fighting for (or against) equal 
opportunity, democracy, political and economic condition, domination, marginalization, occupation and 
neglect. But the problems are that some of them are deviating from their manifest function as “freedom 
fighters” (Etaghene, 2007). 

According to Obi (1980) of the Nordic African Institute (NAI), the latest wave of attacks on oil 

institutions and kidnapping of foreign oil workers presents a new challenge to the tension in Nigeria’s 
paradoxically oil rich, but impoverished Niger Delta Region. Oil pollution, perceived discriminatory 
employment practices in the oil industry and socio-political grievances are coming to a head as Nigeria had just 
concluded another general elections in 2007. The combustible mix of repression and a governance of crisis had 
led into escalating violence, increasingly represented by youth and increased militarization of the oil rich 
Region. In ensuring to have a harmonious and peaceful society, the state, oil companies and host communities 

have become both actors, targets, perpetrators and victims with far reaching consequences at the local, regional 
gild international levels. What does this escalation of violence and militancy imply for Nigeria, Africa’s largest 
oil exporter and the security of multi-billion dollar oil and gas investments? What are the problems and 
prospects? 

The Nigerian State 

The primary aim of the State is to meet the welfare and security needs of its citizenry. Thus, the State 

exists to create an enabling environment necessary for the citizens to pursue survival needs and to be self-

actualized. In the analysis of Aristotle, the major essence of the State is to satisfy the common good of the 

citizens (Idahosa and Idis, 1995). This pre-supposes that a state lives up to expectation when it makes life re-

assuring for the greatest number of the citizens by satisfying their physiological needs such as food, health care, 

education, employment and shelter. 

Put simply, the prevalence of socio-economic underdevelopment, marginalization and deprivation in a 

state creates a fertile soil for the rise of militant activities and restiveness as we have in the Niger Delta Region 

of Nigeria. 

The core values of an effective state therefore, include popular participation, respect for human rights, 

commitment to poverty alleviation, responsiveness and sensitivity to the needs of its citizenry including the 

poor and the disadvantaged. When a State is able to improve the quality of lives of most of the citizens, they 

will be willing to defend it (Fasehun, 2002). Thus, when a State fails to appreciate the legitimate and genuine 

needs and aspirations of the citizens, that is, abdicates its responsibility for security, welfare and socio-political 

and economic well being of the citizens, it creates a propitious ground for rebellion as the case in the Niger 

Delta represents. 

By extension, the prevailing values and character of any State is a product or reflection of the 

historical, socio-economic and political experience of its people. The Nigerian State is a creation of the British 

Colonial Administration. The amalgamation of 1914 undertaken by the British Colonial Administration 

produced in Nigerian nation. Thus, like most plural and divided African societies, it harbours diverse disruptive 

tendencies. Ethics or even sub-ethic nationalism as the events in the Niger Delta Region have indicated is a fact 

of the daily life of Nigerians. This form of solidarity and identity is exacerbated by the impartiality of the 

institutions for the administration of justice. The Nigerian 
State is captured, dominated and personalized or privatized by minority but powerful few that use state 
resources to meet selfish individual, parochial and ethnic ends. Such condition creates a pool or mass of 
dissatisfied, disillusioned citizens who can readily be mobilized to fight ethnic war and thus, cause disorder. 

The Nigerian State is characterized as richly endowed with agricultural, oil and mineral resources 
required to promote sustainable living condition of the citizenry. Paradoxically, the Nigerian State is yet unable 
to meet the legitimate and genuine needs, aspirations and expectations of its citizens. The level of effectiveness 
and failure of the Nigerian State is depicted by its neglect in the network of un-maintained and dilapidating 
network of roads, dry taps, epileptic electricity, temperamental telecommunication services and sordid state of a 
host of other infrastructures. The various frustrations of the majority of Nigerian people arising from the failure 
or inability of the State to meet their minimum requirements for survival is vented through violence and 
restiveness as events in the Niger Delta reveals. The failure of the Nigerian State to cater for the minimum 



requirement for survival of the citizens engendered frustration which in turn, fuels crises of marginalization, 
deprivation and injustice such as the militant activities in Niger Delta Region. 

Implications for National Security 

The issue of militancy has threatened national security in Nigeria due to its impact on the nation and 
also the international world. This is because oil expatriates are kidnapped and this does not only affects the 
Government of Nigeria but it also affects the Nigerian diplomatic relations with other countries because the oil 
expatriates are from different international communities and this threatens world peace. Lives and properties 
have been destroyed in different parts of the country, hence, it does not only threaten National Security of the 

nation or peace as the case may be but also threatened the economy of the nation and political stability. In order 
to find a lasting solution to the Niger Delta problem, the Federal Government have appointed Senator Birigidi 
as a Special Adviser to the President on Niger Delta Matters, and other Non-Governmental bodies have been 
formed to look into the problems of the Niger Delta. International communities such qs U.S.A, U.K, Japan, etc 
have intervened in the struggle to end the problem of the Niger Delta. 

Conclusion 

From the overall analysis of militancy and hostage taking in the Niger Delta Region of Nigeria, it is 

very obvious that certain factors gave rise to the problems such as unemployment, underdevelopment, poverty, 

bad leadership, etc. The Niger Delta Region, which serves as the economic base of the nation has been deprived 

of her entitlements, no youth empowerments, abject poverty. Another major problem that is facing this country 

is bad leadership. The issue of militancy cannot be addressed due to the corrupt leadership we have, especially 

in the Niger Delta, hence, this issue of militancy continues unabated. The galloping issue of militancy can only 

be addressed if the following steps should be taken by Government, oil companies, etc. 

1) Massive Youth Empowerment: Government should massively empower youths in the Niger Delta to 

create a sense of belonging. This is because employment is one of the major factors that led to the 

rising rate of militants in the Region and most of these militants are graduates. 

2) Development: Government should ensure that the Niger Delta Region should be well developed like 

other regions. Developmental projects should be embarked by multinational oil prospecting companies 

in host communities such as provision of potable water, electricity, and hospitals. Roads should be 

constructed to link the Niger Delta communities to ease transportation system in the Region. 

3) Lastly but not the least, oil companies operating in the area should co-operate with their host 

communities and develop the area and also employ the youths instead of using the security personnel 

to intimidate their host communities. 
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